
 

 

Behavior in the House of God — Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 

5, Chapter 55. 

You shall keep My Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: I am 

the LORD.— Leviticus 26:2 

God tells us to keep His Sabbaths and reverence His sanctuary. Today 

is the Sabbath, and you are probably reading this as you are seated in 

His sanctuary.  We have invited  our Holy God to join us, so let us be 

reverent, let us humble ourselves and be in awe of His presence in this 

place.  

When the benediction is pronounced, all should still be quiet, as if 

fearful of losing the peace of Christ. Let all pass out without jostling or 

loud talking, feeling that they are in the presence of God, that His eye 

is resting upon them, and that they must act as in His visible presence. 

Let there be no stopping in the aisles to visit or gossip, thus blocking 

them up so that others cannot pass out. The precincts of the church 

should be invested with a sacred reverence. It should not be made a 

place to meet old friends and visit and introduce common thoughts 

and worldly business transactions. These should be left outside the 

church. God and angels have been dishonored by the careless, noisy 

laughing and shuffling of feet heard in some places. 5T 493.2 

Parents, elevate the standard of Christianity in the minds of your chil-

dren; help them to weave Jesus into their experience; teach them to 

have the highest reverence for the house of God and to understand 

that when they enter the Lord's house it should be with hearts that 

are softened and subdued by such thoughts as these: “God is here; 

this is His house. I must have pure thoughts and the holiest motives. I 

must have no pride, envy, jealousy, evil surmising, hatred, or decep-

tion in my heart, for I am coming into the presence of the holy God. 

This is the place where God meets with and blesses His people. The 

high and holy One who inhabiteth eternity looks upon me, searches 

my heart, and reads the most secret thoughts and acts of my life.” 5T 

494.1   


