
 

 

 

Behavior in the House of God — Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 

5, Chapter 55. 

"A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am 

the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is 

My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts to you priests who des-

pise My name. Yet you say, 'In what way have we despised Your 

name?' Malachi 1:6 

 

Let us practice reverence in His sanctuary, so that we do not 

need to ask, “In what way have we despised Your name?” 

Parents, be careful what example and what ideas you give your chil-

dren. Their minds are plastic, and impressions are easily made. In re-

gard to the service of the sanctuary, if the speaker has a blemish, be 

afraid to mention it. Talk only of the good work he is doing, of the 

good ideas he presented, which you should heed as coming through 

God's agent. It may be readily seen why children are so little im-

pressed with the ministry of the word and why they have so little rev-

erence for the house of God. Their education has been defective in 

this respect. Their parents need daily communion with God. Their own 

ideas need to be refined and ennobled; their lips need to be touched 

with a live coal from off the altar; then their habits, their practices at 

home, will make a good impression on the minds and characters of 

their children. The standard of religion will be greatly elevated. Such 

parents will do a great work for God. They will have less earthliness, 

less sensuality, and more refinement and fidelity at home. Life will be 

invested with a solemnity of which they have scarcely conceived. 

Nothing will be made common that pertains to the service and wor-

ship of God. 5T 498.1 

I am often pained as I enter the house where God is worshiped, to see 

the untidy dress of both men and women. If the heart and character 

were indicated by the outward apparel, then certainly nothing could 

be heavenly about them. They have no true idea of the order, the 

neatness, and the refined deportment that God requires of all who 

come into His presence to worship Him. What impressions do these 

things give to unbelievers and to the youth, who are keen to discern 

and to draw their conclusions? 5T 498.2 

In the minds of many there are no more sacred thoughts connected 

with the house of God than with the most common place. Some will 

enter the place of worship with their hats on, in soiled, dirty clothes. 

Such do not realize that they are to meet with God and holy angels. 

There should be a radical change in this matter all through our church-

es. Ministers themselves need to elevate their ideas, to have finer sus-

ceptibilities in regard to it. It is a feature of the work that has been 

sadly neglected. Because of the irreverence in attitude, dress, and de-

portment, and lack of a worshipful frame of mind, God has often 

turned His face away from those assembled for His worship. 5T 498.3 


